
III. MUNICIPAL POLICY IN PROVIDING SERVICES 

The North Carolina General Statutes require a mun icip alit y 
when annexing an area to designate the manner in whi c h it will 
extend and provide services to that area. Rockingham provides 
fire and police protection, refuse collection, street maintenan c e, 
water and sewerage systems for all areas Within the present city 
limits. It does not provide recreational faciliti e s o r s e r vice s . 
The City School Board as an independent agency pr o vides th e 
school system. Library facilities are provided by j oint par t ici
pation of the City and County. Other services su c h a s st ree t im
provements, street lighting, street signs and oth e r mi s cellaneous 
services are provided by general municipal poli c y. 

The services which the City provides are indicated i n t wo 
different categories. Services provided by Right indicate th o s e 
community services which a land owner receives by virtu e o f 
land ownership within an area. Services provided by petiti o n 
indicate services for which a land owner must petiti o n th e Ci~ 
to be considered for such service. 

In determining the general ability of a city t o e co n om i ca l
ly annex an area, it is the services provided by Right of Land 
Ownership which must be considered as the major c ost. S e r v i ce s 
by petition are general administrative problems and ca n be 
worked into the fiscal policies and budgets of the c ity. 

The City's policy in regard to services are as f o ll ow s : 

City Services by Right 

It is the policy of the City to provide police prote c tion t o 
all areas within the city limits by means of patrol c ar b ea ts . 

It is the policy of the City to provide fire protection t o a l l 
buildings constru c t e d within th e city limits b y provi d ing 
adequate fire equipment and pers o nnel. 

It is the policy of the City to provide water a nd s ewerage dis
posal systems to all buildings within the City thr o u g h th e 
o peration of a Utilities Department which c o llects f ee s charge d 
a c c o rding to the amount of water used, and o th e r connec t ion 
c harges. 

It is the policy of the City to collect all refus e fr o m p ro p er
ties within the city limits. 

It is the policy of the City t o maintain all str ee ts wi th i n the 
city limits utilizing su c h funds as ar e p r ovi d e d t hrough t he 
Powell Bill, with exception of th o s e o n th e St a t e Sy st em main
tained by the State Highway Commissi o n. 
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